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Stemming from legisla-
tion introduced by Rep. 
Devin Nunes, federal health 
officials announced a rule 
change that gives hospitals 
more options in how they 
handle patients who enter 
the emergency room with 
non-urgent medical needs. 

Federal law (Emergency 
Medical Treatment and La-
bor Act, or EMTALA) requires 
hospital emergency rooms to 
treat everyone regardless of 
their ability to pay, a provi-
sion that often strains medi-
cal resources because of 
patients who seek help for 
non-urgent needs. 

The rule change made by 
the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) will allow hospitals to 
screen patients entering 
their emergency room and 
divert those whose medical 
needs are not urgent to 
other health care services 
within the hospital or outside 
medical services. 

Mr. Nunes sought this 
flexibility earlier this year 
with a bill he introduced as a 
result of a regional health 
care summit.  His legislation 
was later folded into the 
national Medicare bill.  

"I'm gratified the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services recognize that our 
emergency rooms are in dire 
need of help," said Mr. 
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Nunes, who is a member of 
the Prescription Drug Action 
Team in the House. "This 
change in the regulations is 
a step in the right direction. 
It continues to ensure peo-
ple will get the appropriate 
medical treatment regard-

 In September, Rep. 
Nunes wrote to 1,034 

constituents in response 
to their inquires.  Year to 

date, Rep. Nunes has 
responded to 9,341 con-

stituents via the U.S. 
Mail. 

Quick Facts 

less of their ability to pay, while 
at the same time giving health 
officials more flexibility in han-
dling increasing numbers of 
patients." 

The rule change goes into 
effect Nov. 10. 

Rep. Nunes with Harry Foster the CEO of Family Healthcare 
based in Visalia and a number of friends and constituents  



Rep. Devin Nunes voted 
for a consumer-friendly, 
high-tech legislative plan 
that will extend the tax-free 
status of Internet 
e-commerce.  

The Internet 
Tax Nondiscrimi-
nation Act was 
approved in the 
House of Repre-
sentatives by a 
unanimous vote. 

“The Internet 
is opening doors 
for people that 
no one ever 
thought possi-
ble.  We want to 
e n c o u r a g e 
Americans to go online and 
continue exploring this pow-
erful tool,” said Mr. Nunes, a 
co-sponsor of the bill.  “The 
House approved a plan that 

strengthens this vital compo-
nent of our growing econ-
omy.” 

“Those who do not have 
access to the 
Internet shouldn’t 
have to face an-
other barrier in the 
form of a tax to 
prevent them from 
getting onto the 
information super-
highway.  Remov-
ing the Internet tax 
helps eliminate 
this ‘digital divide 
and help count-
less Americans log 
on.’”   
The Internet Tax 

Nondiscrimination Act will:  
Increase investment in 

new IT developments.  De-
spite the economic slow-
down, IT industries have 
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 In September, 
Rep. Nunes helped 39 
constituents over-
come problems with 
government agencies.  
For the year, the Con-
gressman has directly 
solved issues for 202 
constituents and is 
currently assisting 
354 others. 

Quick Facts 

continued to expand invest-
ment.  Keeping e-commerce 
tax-free will continue spur-
ring this investment. 

Accelerate e-commerce 
sales.  In 2000, Internet 
sales totaled $28 billion.  By 
2001, this number had 
climbed to over $35 bil-
lion.  In the third-quarter of 
2002 alone, Internet sales 
reached more than $10 bil-
lion.  Slapping a tax on these 
sales will only inhibit future 
growth. 

Encourage more Ameri-
cans to go online.  Internet 
access is more affordable 
without taxes.  Keeping the 
Internet tax-free will encour-
age an increasingly diverse 
online population of Internet 
users.  

Nunes calls for emergency funds for K Street 

Rep. Devin Nunes sent a 
letter to the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, seeking emer-
gency assistance to deal 
with the K Street off-ramp 
closure. 

Mr. Nunes laid out the 
situation in a letter to Assis-
tant Secretary for Economic 
Development Dr. David 
Sampson. 

“The purpose of this let-
ter is to inform [the Eco-
nomic Development Admini-
stration] EDA of the serious 
economic damage that will 
be associated with this ramp 
closure, unless mitigating 
work can be conducted as 
quickly as possible,” he said 
in the letter. “Unfortunately, 
local government officials 
are unable to meet the fi-
nancial burdens associated 
with addressing this problem 
and the State of California 
has expressed serious fund-
ing concerns.” 

Mr. Nunes hopes to se-
cure an emergency eco-
nomic development grant to 
help pay for costs associ-
ated with constructing an 
alternative route flowing into 
the city’s industrial area. 

“The majority of the city’s 
industrial park is located in 
this area and easy access to 
SR 99 is vital to their long-
term survival-- not to men-
tion serious traffic safety 
concerns,” said Mr. Nunes, a 
member of the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

“The ramp closure will 
likely have serious and nega-

tive consequences for the 
World Ag Expo, the largest 
farm equipment show in the 
world, which is held at the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r i -
Center.  With the annual 
farm equipment show in 
February, the need to ad-
dress both the short and 
long-term consequences of 
the K street ramp closure is 
urgent.  People from 
throughout the world travel 
to the City of Tulare for this 
event and its importance to 
the local economy cannot be 
overstated.” 

Nunes votes to keep Internet tax-free 



 

Nunes continues to push on important issues 
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Agriculture 
  

Specialty Crops 
Congressman Nunes rec-

ognizes the value of the 
United States specialty crop 
indus- try.  Local sup-

plies of fresh 
fruits and 
v e ge t a b l e s 

are not only 
important 
to our 
nation’s 
n u t r i -
t i o n a l 

n e e d s 
but are 

highly valu-
able economic commodities 
around the world.  In an ef-
fort to increase consumer 
education and awareness, 
improve access to foreign 
markets, and improve food 
safety, Mr. Nunes became 
an original co-sponsor the 
Specialty Crop Competitive-
ness Act of 2003.  The new 
legislation will provide addi-
tional financial resources to 
farmers, scientists and edu-
cators to address these key 
points. 

 
 Labor 
In order to provide a 

more stable, secure, safe 
and legal American agricul-
ture work force and food 
supply Congressman Nunes 
has cosponsored H.R. 3142, 
the Agricultural Jobs, Oppor-
tunity, Benefits, and Security 
Act (AgJOBS).  This newly 
revised, historically biparti-
san, farm worker reform 
legislation builds upon years 
of discussion and ideas be-
tween Congress, agricultural 
producers, farm worker ad-
vocates, Latinos and others.  
The AgJOBS bill would pro-
vide a two step solution to 
many of the problems in-
volved with agricultural la-

bor.  For the short term, on a 
one-time basis, experienced, 
trusted workers with a sig-
nificant work history in 
American agriculture would 
be allowed to stay here le-
gally and earn adjustment to 
legal status by working a set 
number of hours within a 
certain time frame.  For the 
long term, the currently bro-
ken and cumbersome H-2A 
legal guest worker program 
would be overhauled and 
made more streamlined, 
practical and secure.  Con-
gressman Nunes believes 
that this bill is a balanced, 
practical, and achievable 
approach to resolving cur-
rent problems and prevent-
ing a growing crisis that 
threatens American agricul-
ture, workers, and consum-
ers. 

 
 Armenia 

 In a continued effort to 
assist economic develop-
ment in Armenia, Rep. 
Nunes sent a letter to the 
Foreign Operations Appro-
priation Committee Confer-
ees urging them to include 
in the Committee Report on 
the FY2004 Foreign Opera-
tions Appropriations bill lan-
guage supporting the devel-
opment of a Central Diag-
nostic Laboratory in Arme-
nia. This language was con-
tained in the Foreign Opera-
tions Appropriations bill 
passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives at the request 
of Rep. Nunes.   

This language will assist 
Fresno based Armenian 
Technology Group, Inc. to 
establish and develop a Cen-
tral Diagnostic Laboratory in 
the Caucasus region, to ad-
dress the public safety – 
including health and food 
safety – needs of the region 
for the early detection of 
indigenous and trans- 
boundary zoometric dis-
eases - such as Anthrax, 
Mad-Cow, Foot & Mouth, 
Brucellosis, and related dis-
eases.  

 
 Appropriations 

 
 The following is a list of 

Fiscal Year 2004 Appropria-
tions requests made by Rep. 
Nunes which were included 
in the House of Representa-
tives Appropriations bills 
(waiting on Senate action). 

The following is a partial 
list: 

 
Subcommittee on 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
Treasury, Postal, and 
General Government 
 
$4 million to build a 
31,500 square foot Bus 
Maintenance Facility in 
Visalia 
 
$20 million increase for 
the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) High Intensity 
Drug Traffic Area (HITDA) 
program – to include an 
increase in funding for 
the Central Valley HIDTA  
 
$4 million for Fresno 
Area Express (FAX) to 
purchase clean fuel 
buses 
 
Community Medical Cen-
ters – Funding made 
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Legislative work—cont.’d 
available for the Commu-
nity Medical Centers In-
termodal facility in 
Fresno, California, shall 
be made available for the 
City of Fresno for the 
same project. The avail-
ability of such funds for 
obligation shall be ex-
tended through fiscal 
year 2004. 
 

 Business 
 
Vehicle Repair 
Under current law, vehi-

cle manufacturers and oth-
ers may unfairly restrict ac-
cess to the information, 
parts, and tools necessary to 
accurately diagnose, repair, 
re-program or install auto-
m o t i v e  r e p l a c e m e n t 
parts.  This forces consum-
ers to use repair shops asso-
ciated with the manufac-
tures and prevents inde-
pendent, aftermarket com-
petition for repair.  Con-
gressman Nunes co-
sponsored H.R. 2735, "The 
Motor Vehicle Owners' Right 
to Repair Act," which will 
provide equity in the market 
by allowing consumers to 
choose independent repair 
shops for automotive work.   

 
 Defense 

  
Healthcare 
Under current law, a sol-

dier discharged from the 
hospital is required to reim-
burse the military for the 
food expenses he or she 
incurs while under medical 
care.  Congressman Nunes 
co-sponsored H.R. 2998, 
which will end this practice.  
Mr. Nunes believes that he-
roes who have been injured 
in defense of our freedom 
should not be billed for their 
food while recovering in a 
hospital.  

from other accounts.  This 
includes fuel reduction ac-
counts which would ironi-
cally reduce the threat of 
catastrophic wildfire.  Con-
sidering this position, Rep. 
Nunes, along with a number 
of his colleagues, sent a 
letter to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 
Dennis Hastert and Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi urging 
them to quickly move an 
emergency funding supple-
menting the wildfire sup-
pression budget of the For-
est Service.  With fires burn-
ing around the West, FY03 
wildfire suppression money 
exhausted, and the relevant 
agencies aggressively bor-
rowing from other program 
areas to absorb wildland 
firefighting expenses, there 
is a desperate need for Con-
gress to promptly move a 
wildfire funding supplemen-
tal.  With wildland fire-
fighting costs approaching 
$13 million a day, this bor-
rowing total will very likely 
increase by at least another 

$200 million be-
fo re  moth er -
nature brings an 
end to this fire 
season, bringing 
the borrowing 
total to in excess 
of $600 million 
for the current 
fiscal year. 

 
 Education 

 
 Minority Serving In-

stitutions  
Congressman Nunes 

helped introduce H.R. 3039, 
the Expanding Opportunities 
in Higher Education Act as 
an effort to increase access 
to post-secondary institu-
tions for students of the San 
Joaquin Valley.  This bill 
would expand opportunities 
in higher education for 
needy and non-traditional 
students, boost Hispanic 
Serving Institutions (HSIs) 
and other Minority Serving 
Institutions, and simplify the 
federal student aid process 
for all students and families 
throughout the nation. 

 
 Fire Fighting 

 
 The Forest Service has 

exhausted the fiscal year 
2003 (FY03) fire suppres-
sion funds and has been 
forced, once again, into bor-
rowing almost $400 million 


