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Quick Facts

In February, Rep. Nunes
helped 32 constituents over-
come problems with govern-
ment agencies. For the year,
the Congressman has directly
solved issues for 79 constitu-
ents and is currently assisting
330 others.

Rep. Devin Nunes is co-
sponsoring legislation to
improve short-line railroads
in California.

Regional short-line rail-
roads handle a large portion
of shipping currently done in
Central California. However,
if the tracks are not im-
proved to current rail stan-
dards more and more ship-
ping would have to be done
by truck, making an already
poor air quality problem in
the valley even worse.

The bill, known as H.R.
876, was introduced in the
House of Representatives in
February and has already
gained 248 co-sponsors.
The legislation would give
tax credits to short-line com-
panies that improve their rail
system. If passed the com-
panies would be eligible for
$10,000 per mile of im-
proved track, which repre-
sents about 25 percent of
the project cost.

Without rail shipping in
the Central Valley, more
than 20,000 additional
trucks would be needed to
handle the freight.

Experts say that each rail
freight car carries as much
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Rep. Devin Nunes speaks to a crowd at Gang-Nail Truss in Visalia
about the air quality and economic benefits H.R. 876 would have
on the Central Valley.

as three to four semi-trucks.

While air quality is one
way the legislation can help
the Central Valley, the bill
would also have significant
benefits for local busi-
nesses.

Tim Rouch, co-owner of
Gang-Nail Truss in Visalia,
said the legislation will help
keep his business running
smoothly.

“My business depends
on the use of rails like those
of the San Joaquin Valley
Railroad. By keeping them
maintained and functioning
well, my company can oper-

ate efficiently and competi-
tively.”

Other local leaders have
spoken out in favor of the
legislation, including Visalia
Councilman Don Landers,
Tulare County Supervisor
and San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution  Control District
board member Steve Worth-
ley.

San Joaquin Valley Rail-
road has already begun re-
habilitating its tracks at a
cost of about $14 million.
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Nunes talks with orange
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Rep. Devin Nunes met
recently with local orange
growers in Orange Cove to
update them on his activi-
ties in Washington, D.C. and
answer a wide range of
questions on legislation and
matters pending before
United States Congress.

He talked about ongoing
trade negotiations with vari-
ous countries around the
world and the potential af-
fect they may have on Cali-
fornia farmers and produc-
ers.

Later, he toured the or-
ange-packing plant and met
some of the employees.

State Legislature wasting time and money on mascot bill

Rep. Devin Nunes criti-
cized Assemblywoman Jackie
Goldberg for her bill that
would force California
schools to eliminate their
mascots representing Native
Americans.

“In recent weeks, | have
received numerous letters
from constituents expressing
displeasure with actions
taken by the California State
Assembly on your bill, AB
858. As a citizen of Califor-
nia and a graduate of Tulare
Union High School (TUHS),
whose mascot is the Red-
skin, | have to say that |
agree with their concerns,”
Mr. Nunes said in letter to
Assemblywoman Goldberg.

The congressman called
the California Racial Mascots
Act, which has already
passed the Assembly and

awaits a vote in the state
Senate, a misguided at-
tempt at political correct-
ness.

“In fact, | have been in-
formed that TUHS officials
have sought the counsel of
many local Native American
tribes. Each time, the tribes
have commended the
school, students, and faculty
on the lengths they have
gone to uphold the respect,
dignity and heritage of
TUHS’s mascot,” Mr. Nunes
said in his letter.

In addition to threatening
longstanding and proud tra-
ditions of many schools, the
bill would place an undue
financial burden on schools
already struggling to deal
with the state’s finan-
cial mess.
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Legislative work encompasses many issues

Agriculture
California Rural
Assistance

The Office of Inspector
General recently released an
investigative report into the
practices of the Legal Ser-
vices Corporation (LSC). The
report concluded that Cali-
fornia Rural Legal Assis-
tance (CRLA), a recipient of
LSC funding, did not main-
tain objective integrity and
independence from a legal
organization that engaged in
prohibited activities in viola-
tion of federal law. After
reviewing the conclusions of
the investigation, Congress-
man Nunes contacted LSC
President Helaine Barnett
requesting that LSC take
action to address this mat-
ter. In his letter, Congress-
man Nunes conveyed to
President Barnett that it was
inappropriate and illegal for
federal tax dollars to be
used in CRLA's legal activi-
ties aimed at halting dairy
farm development and job
creation in the Central Val-
ley. Lawsuits benefiting
from the inappropriate use
of federal dollars have at-
tempted to leverage cash
settlements from defendant
farmers and county govern-
ments. These extortion ef-
forts and junk lawsuits are
bad enough when initiated
by private parties, but it is
highly offensive that tax dol-
lars were used.

Legal

Pierce’s Disease

Pierce’s Disease, spread
by the glassy-winged sharp-
shooter, is highly destructive
to California’s $2.8 billion
grape industry. Sharpshoot-
ers also spread Almond
Scorch, threatening the
State’s $838 million almond
industry.  Recognizing the
need to strengthen efforts to

eliminate this pest, Con-
gressman Nunes joined
other Representatives from
California in supporting
emergency funding from the
United States Department of
Agriculture. Under an exist-
ing emergency declaration,
USDA has the authority to
provide additional resources
to the State. Congressman
Nunes urged USDA Secre-
tary Veneman to expedite
the release of this funding.

Armenian

Armenian Genocide

As a cosponsor of H.Res.
193, the Armenian Genocide
Resolution, Rep. Nunes sent
a letter to Speaker Hastert
urging him to bring this legis-
lation to the House floor for
a vote as soon as possible.
This measure, commemo-
rates the 15th anniversary
of U.S. implementation of
the Genocide Convention
and reinforces our nation’s
dedication to this landmark
human rights treaty. Ap-
proved in the shadow of the
Holocaust, the Convention
stands today as the interna-
tional community’s best
hope for the realization of
the noble aim of eradicating
forever the crime of geno-
cide. The House Judiciary
Committee, recognizing the
importance of this effort,
adopted H.Res. 193 without
opposition in May of 2003.
One hundred and ten Repre-
sentatives have cospon-
sored this measure, includ-
ing both the Chairman and
Ranking Member of the Judi-
ciary Committee.

Environment

Oxygenate Waiver
In a letter to Mike
Leavitt, Administrator of the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Rep. Nunes

expressed strong support for
the State's oxygenate waiver
request. On February 2,
2004, California Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger and
the California Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) sub-
mitted a request for a waiver
of the 2 percent oxygenate
mandate for California’s
gasoline. A Federal waiver is
crucial to California’s ability
to improve its ground water
and air quality through the
use of reformulated gaso-
line. The EPA’s approval of
California's waiver request
will not only help California
protect the environment, but
will also allow California re-
finers the flexibility to pro-
duce more cost-effective
gasoline formulations, sav-
ing our consumers money at
the pump.

General

Identity Theft

Identity theft is a serious
problem, not to mention a
serious crime. Since the
1990s, there has been a
sharp increase in the num-
ber of crooks who steal peo-
ple’s personal information
and assume their identity to
charge up huge credit card
bills, telephone bills, buy
cars, and apply for loans. If
your identity has been sto-
len, it often takes years and
thousands of dollars to re-
pair the damage done to
your good name and good
credit. Victims of identity
theft may lose job opportuni-
ties, be refused loans for
education, housing, cars and
even be arrested for crimes
they didn’t commit. Having
your identity stolen is more
than a headache, it is a
mess. Identity theft is the
number one consumer com-

See Work—page 4

Quick Facts

In February, Rep. Nunes
organized tours of the U.S.
Capitol, Library of Congress,
Supreme Court, Kennedy
Center, National Archives,
Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, and Mt. Vernon for
58 constituents.
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Work—cont.d from Page 3

plaint. Consequently, Rep.
Nunes cosponsored the
Identity Theft Penalty En-
hancement Act (H.R. 1731)
which is aimed at helping
facilitate the prosecution of
criminals who steal identi-
ties in order to commit felo-
nies. It will create a new and
separate crime of
“aggravated identity theft”
for any person who uses the
identity of another person to
commit certain felonies,
bringing with it an additional
mandatory sentence of two
years for most felonies and
five years for terror-related
felonies.

Grant Support
Watershed Initiative

Rep. Nunes understands
that “Watershed Coalition
Groups” (Coalition Groups)
have formed throughout
California’s Central Valley in
response to state water
quality mandates, and will
seek to implement water-
shed programs designed to
address water quality issues
associated with the dis-
charge of water from irri-
gated lands and managed
wetlands. Each Coalition
Group represents a broad
geographic area. They are
utilizing the organizational
concept wherein a particular
coalition provides adminis-
trative and analytical sup-
port for regional groups,
which will ultimately utilize
monitoring results and be
responsible for working with
growers to implement water-
shed practices. The Coali-
tion Groups hope to aggres-
sively implement innovative,
market-based water quality
management programs, a
concept that is consistent
with EPA's desire to test the

potential of market-based
approaches to environ-
mental issues generally.
Consequently, Rep. Nunes
sent a letter to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
Regional Administrator
Wayne Nastri to express
strong support for the Water-
shed Initiative grant program
to invest in drainage map-
ping, targeted monitoring,
drainage prioritization and
information access in the
Central Valley, which will
bolster scientists’ and land-
owners' understanding of
watershed functions.

Water

San Joaquin River

Few river systems have
been examined more closely
than the San Joaquin. The
Friant Water Users Authority
and Natural Resources De-
fense Council (NRDC) have
conducted recent studies on
whether and/or how the San
Joaquin River might be re-

stored. Unfortunately, limi-
tations within
those studies
have failed to

adequately  ad-
dress all issues. |
The U.S. Depart-
ment of the Inte-
rior, Bureau of|
Reclamation and
the California De-
partment of Fish
and Game have |
taken  principal
roles in an impor-
tant new study of
the San Joaquin
River downstream
from Friant Dam.
This new study is
expected to pro-
vide more con-
crete answers to

the complexities Frian

i

t Dam at Millerton Lake

and impacts of river restora-
tion. Consequently, in a let-
ter to the Bureau of Recla-
mation, Rep. Nunes encour-
aged continuation of funding
for Phase 1 of the study and
a commitment to funding
activities in subsequent
phases to ensure successful
completion of this important
study.

Tales of the San Joa-
quin — A River Journey
The events surrounding
the release of the film “Tales
of the San Joaquin - A River
Journey” gave Rep. Nunes
no choice but to contact
Governor Schwarzenegger.
In a letter to the governor,
Mr. Nunes said that it is ap-
palling that management at
CALFED allowed this bla-
tantly biased project to be
funded with taxpayer dollars.
“From its inception, this pro-
ject’s goal was to ‘create an
evocative picture of the river
when it was wild, and imag-
ining what it might look like

in the future when it is re-
stored,”” the letter said. “
Based on this quote from
the filmmaker's own grant
proposal, it is easily inferred
that the primary goal of this
film is to convince the public
that Friant Dam should be
breached thereby leaving
the entire economy of the
San Joaquin Valley's east-
side in shambles.”

Proving this point, the
end of the film indicates
that the current lawsuit be-
tween the Bay Institute,
Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRDC) and the Bu-
reau of Reclamation will
accomplish this task. This
film became the center-
piece of a fundraiser for the
Bay Institute and NRDC in
San Francisco before the
general public was even
allowed to see the video.

“The funds raised at the
film premiere will directly
support these organizations’
lawsuit against the Federal
government - clearly a politi-
cally motivated activity,” the
letter continued. “Actions
such as this documentary
are unacceptable and
should not be tolerated.
CALFED should be fostering
cooperation among all
stakeholders for the better-
ment of the state rather
than encouraging divisive-
ness, which is counterpro-
ductive to the program’s
mission. If these types of
activities continue to occur,
we respectfully urge you to
consider new management
at CALFED that would be a
better steward of taxpayer
dollars.”




